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SEA DD E R. YN 
FH Author bid me be ſure not to forget to men- | 
tion his Gratitude to the World, for the Favour |, | 


ſhewn to the following Papers; yet I have heard him 
often attribute their Succeſs, rather to the timely Seaſon- 
ing of, than to any great Value to befound in them. The 
Deſign is what he has chiefly to boaſt of, and tho he 
is proud, that any Attempt of his towards his Country's 
Good, ſhould: be kindly received, yet he is much more 
provd, to find his Country join m Opinion with him, 
that upon the Conduct of the enſuing Parliament, the 
Liberties of Englgud do in a great Meaſure depend; that 
the late Parliament hath brought us to the Brink of the 
Precipice, and there needs now but ſmall Force to puſh 
This Culection is Publiſhed at the Requeſt of ſeveral -_ 
Gentlemen, who have very eagerly demanded Sets of theſe 
Papers. Thave Printed the firſt Six, becauſe the follow- 
ing ones may be had in every Pamphlet Shop in Town, 
and theſe are therefore Printed in Folio, for the Conve: 
niency of Binding them up with thoſe that follow. It is 
promiſed that no more Collection ſhall be made of this 
Nature, for which Reaſon T have taken care to Print off 
ſufficient Numbers of this, to anſwer all Demands. | 
T have now ſpoken for my Author, and for my ſelf; 1 


muſt take heed not to exceed my Commiſſion, and ther- 
fore bid you Farewell 8 94 


THE 
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HE World, when a New Paper 
rifes up in it, expects an Ac- 
count of the Deſign and Occa- 
ſion of it; Aid as ſuch an Ex- 
pectation is reaſonable, the Author of this 
thinks himſelf obliged to comply with it. 
He ſees his Fellow-SubzeQs at this Time 
in a fair Way of enjoying and exerting 2 
Privilege they have not had an Opportunity 
of doing, for ſeven Years paſt ; and without 
the Repeal of a Law, made by their preſent. 
Repreſentatives, are not likely to enjoy for 


ſeven Years to come. A Privilege of chooſing 


Perſons with whom they are to intruſt the 


Diſpoſal of the Properties, Liberties, and. 


Lives, not only of themſelves, but of their 
Relations, Friends, Family, and, in ſome 
reſpect, their Poſterity; in a Word, with 
the diſpoſal of the Fate of their Country. A 
Word! which would have inſpired an Old 
Roman to have ſacrificed his Life for the 
good of it! A Concern! for which our An- 
ceſtors have often offer d up their Lives, and 
for which we ought always to be ready to 
venture our own: A Cauſe! that will war · 
rant any Zeal that is ſhewn in it, and muſt 


juſtify every Man that appears for it. | 
The Appearance and Endeavours of ſin- 


gle Men, may be, perhaps, of little Weight; 
the Powers of each private Man may be 
{mall, in proportion to ſuch an End, but yet 
he is to exert them, whatever they be: If 


others join their Endeavours as they ought, 


he will atrain his End; if they do not, he 


has done his beſt to incite their Emulation; 


he has done all required of him in the Way 


of Duty; he has conducted himſelf fo, as to 
take Pleaſure in the Reflection as long as he 


lives; and (if I may, in the/# Times, with- 
out Imputation of Higottry, uſe an Expreſſion 
thar looks to hereatter) He has delivered bis 
own Co l. 

The Caſe of every Man in England, is like 
that of ſeveral! Perſons ergagd in Bond tor 
Payment of a Sum; they are bound all 


jointly, and every ane ſeparately, for Pay- 


ment of the whole, and by one or other of 
them the Sum mult be paid: There is, in- 


L 


deed a material Difference in theſe Caſes; in 
that I have alluded to, the Obligation is vo- 
luntary, and contracted by our ſelves , in the 
other, which I am directly ſpeaking of, the 
Obligation is natural, and (ſuppoſing us 
born Members of this Society) it begins with 
our Life, and cannot end but with it; 1 
the one, the Caſe is of a private, but in the 
other, of a publick Nature; and conſequent- 
ly founded on a higher Reaſon, and to be 
Liſchargad with more vigorous Endeavouts: 
An@as in the one Caſe, if any fails to make 
hy pon the municipal Law obliges the 
reſt to make it good, ſo in the other, the ſu- 
preme Law, The Good, the Welfare, the 
Being of the Society, requires every one to 
contribute to that End; and if any fail of 
their Obligations, the reſt are ſtill oblig'd to 
diſcharge theirs, to do their utmoſt for their 
Country's: Service; to do Juſtice to it, if 
they cannot, at leaſt to do all in their Power 
for that End, without which, they cannot 
be juſt to themſelves. _ 
In Compliance with this Obligation, the 
Author takes Pen in Hand, to ſerve, if it 
may be, his Country, in that Manner; for 
he that will not go thus far to ſerve it, can 
hardly be expected to ſerve it in another way, 
whatever Neceſſity required it. He would 
not preſs others to Dangers he would not run; 
to Fatigues and Troubles he would not bear; 
to Expences he could not approve; or to Steps 
he would not take himſelf; but being re- 
ſolved to do his awn Duty at any Rate, he 
hopes he may with Decency recommend it 
to others, and whatever Conduct they may 
think fit to obſerve. he truſts they ſnall ne- 
ver reproach him for his own. 

He knows not what Effect he may have, 
but he thinks he ought to make the Experi- 
ment; he has read of Times in which Pyub- 


lick Spirit was more general, and was, in- 


deed, the Character of an Engliſhman , if it 
be leſs ſo now, it is a Subject of Melancholly 
Reflection to him; but he leaves it to the 
lazy World barely to lament, while he does 
all in his Power to remove the Unbappineſs: 
A private ſelfiſh Spirit has been ſo encon- 
| Ik B raged 


raged of late Years, and ſo generally poſ- 


ſels d People, that a Publick one is grown . 


ridiculous, and rare enough, to be the Con- 
tempt and Jeſt of rhoſe who want it: Bur to 
let Matters go on thus without oppoſing 'em, 
is to conſent to the Calamity, and a ſure 
way to fix it: A Man is to enter his Proteſt 
againſt Corruption, whether he can prevent it 
or no; if he cannot thus attain all his End, 
he will foine Parr of it, and he may, in 
Time, attam the reſt; Rea ſon will be heard, 
and Juſtice prevail at laſt: Great is Truth, 
and mighty above all Things : It were indeed 
to be withed, That all true Lovers of their 
Country would now uniformly exert their 
Endeavours for its Service; I am perſuaded 
they might carry their Point; but a deſpond- 
ing Man will never carry any while he 
breathes. Ruin is certain when a Man once 
thinks it inevitable; for that Imagination 
will keep him from endeavouring to prevent 
it ; whereas Difficulties, that to Perſons 
whoſe Spirits are fo low, appear inſupera- 
ble, are often eaſily ſurmounted by the Re- 
ſolute; what muſt be done, will be dor e; 
Nature always exerts herfelf moſt, wien ſhe 
is moſt preſſed; ſhe gives Spirit equal to the 
Trial, and enables us ro do Things on great 


and neceflary, which on ordinary Occaſions . 


would exceed our Power; and ?tis for us to 
imitate her, to encreaſe our Endeavours in 
proportion to the Difficulties we meet with; 
and the more Fury we are attack'd with, to 
oppoſe our ſelves with the more Courage ; 
ſo thall we incite others to follow our Ex- 
amples and ſtrengthen our Cauſe ; fo ſhall 
we be moſt likely to attain our Ends, and 
benefit aur Country, fo ſhall we, whatever 
happens, have the Eſteem of our Enemies 
(and that is all we are to expect from em) 
as Men of Spirit, Integrity, and Reſolution. 
To encourage this Spirit, is the Deſire, and 
(may I add) the Deſign of this Paper - The 
Author of it begins in a Time, when every 
Body has been witneſs of as ſcandalous a Cor- 
ruption, and as miſerable, as well as general 
a Calamity, as a Nation has almoſt ever 
felt; in a Time, when People begin to be 
ſenſible of the Miſeries of their Country, and 
to reflect on the Steps to which they were 
owing, and of the Methods whereby they are 
to be redreſs d; in a Time, when People's 
own Misfortunes have prepar'd their Minds 
to hear Truth without Frejudice; and the ex- 
treme Preſſure of their Loſſes diſpoſes em to 
come into any Meaſures, for Removal there- 


of, even ſuch, as they might be once prepoſ- 


ſels' d againſt; in a Time, when a New Far- 
liament is going to be choſe; that — Re- 
ſource of the Nation in all its Difficulties, 


and which it has always depended on for the 


Redreſs of its Grievances. 

That it may be effectual for this Purpoſe, 
and truly anſwer the Ends of the firſt Inſti- 
tut ion of that Body; that it may not be the 
Source of as many Miſeries, as it was ori- 
pinally deſign'd of Bleſſings to it, depends 
on our Choice of the Members to compoſe 


(2) 


it; 2 Choice, that we have all the Motives 
in Nature to engage us to uſe Caution and 


Impartiality in; tor the Truſt we put in 
our Repreſentatives, is the greateſt we can 
put in Men; we truſt them with our For- 


tunes, our Liberties, our Lives, and what 
is more than theſe, with our Conſtitution and 
our Country; we truſt em by expreſs Deſigna- 


tion, not joy one or two; but for ſeven Years; 
and, in the Event perhaps, for as much longer 
as they pl: aſe. We truſt them implicitly, 


for there lies no Appeal from their Decrees; 
and, if any Ruin flows in upon us from any 
unwortny Choice we make, we have this 
uncomfortable Circumſtance to imbitter it, 
that we are ruin d by our own ſelves. 


Io repreſent the proper Qualifications of 


Perſons fit for ſo great a Truſt; to incul- 


cate the Motives proper to influence us in - 


our Choice of them; to expoſe ſuch as are 
corrupt, weak, and otherwiſe unjuſtifiable; 


to recommend Methods that are legal, fair, 


and Juſt in the Proceeding to this Choice, 


and detect ſuch as are not, ſhall be one Part 


of the Buſineſs of this Paper. 

And becauſe there is a ſneaking Sort of 
Sinners, that are leſs afraid of their own, 
than the Forld's knowing their Iniquities ; 
and it has often been lamented, that an in- 
finite Number of illegal, arbitrary, and 
ſcandalous Practices have been acted in for- 
mer Elections, without the Knowledge of 


them paſſing farther than a narrow Territo- 


ry, about the Place that that was the Scene 
of their acting, and without a proper Hiſto- 
ry of them to diſcover em to the World; 
the Author of this Paper propoſes to give an 


exact Account of ſuch as ſhall be committed 


in the enſuing one, in hopes of deterring ſuch 


as are not abandon d to Corruption, or paſt 


Senſe of Shame, and expoſing ſuch as are; 
in hopes by ſuch an Hiſory, to put thoſe to 
whom it belongs, on Meaſures to prevent 
the re- acting of ſuch Practices; and if the 
preſent Age mind them not, to enter his 
1 . to Poſterity. The Nature of ſuch 
a Work puts him under a Neceſſity of 
making uſe of various Memoirs ; and of the 
Aſſiſtance of Perſons in different Places, as 
well as of examining carefully into the 
Truth of the Informations he receives. He 
invites therefore every honeſt Man to com- 
municate to him, as well his Thoughts on 
the Point of Elections, as his particular Ac- 
counts in the Proceedings of them, and he 
promiſes him to make a good uſe thereof; 
and the Reader that he will examine duly 


into the Exactneſs of ſuch Accounts before 


he makes them publick. If his own Safety 
did not require this, his Nature would dic- 
tate it to hun; for he will not make his Pa- 
per the Mouth of Scandal and Calumny ; 
he hates to throw Reflections upon any Bo- 


dy, however deſerving of it; and had rather 
the naked Fact ſhould preſs hard upon them, 


than any Words of his: Facts indeed in ſome 
Crimes create an Abhorrence or Contempt 
of the Perſons ſeverer than any Cenſure can; 
and 
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; (3) 2 
and theſe he will be always ſatisfied in, be- In the Management of this Work, I ſhall 


fore he repreſents them, and when he is ſo, 
he will not fail doing Juſtice to them ; for 
4s he loves nothing upon Earth, fo mach as 
Truth, fo he will not be afraid to ſpeak ir; 
thinking that thoſe Times, in which ſpeaking 


of it is attended with the moſt Danger, ſtand 


certainly in the greateſt need of its being 
fpoke. 85 253 OED 
As the Right of Repreſentation in Farlia- 
ment is the higheſt Privilege of an Engliſhman, 
as well as the Security of all the reſt; is in- 
deed à Right ſo peculiar to England, that 


| ſcarce any other Nation in Europe enjoys it 


now, and yet ſo neceſſary to its Wellfare, 
that whilſt other Countries with the Loſs of 
ſach a Repreſentation, have loſt their Li- 
berties, ours have {till preſerved both. I 
ſhall be careful in the Courſe of this Paper, 
to repreſent our Rights in relation thereto : 
Bat, as beſides theſe, we have other Rights 
that are very valuable, valuable to ſuch a 
Degree that our Anceſtors ſpent their Blood 
to preſerve and tranſmit them inviolate to 


us; it is highly incumbent on us (in defect 


of Opportunity, and Emergences that de- 
mand a different Way) to defend them in 
this; I ſhall therefore upon Occaſion repre- 
ſent theſe Rights in a Juſt Light to my Coun- 
trymen ; take Notice of what Breaches are 
made in theſe; and who, if they do not un- 
derſtand their own Privileges. and conſider 

e Value of them, as well as the Conſe- 
quences of an Invaſion thereof, will never 
be brought to defend, and ſtickle for them 
as they ought. _ 

As Principles likewiſe have a great Effect 
upon Mens Actions, and ſome are of ſuch 
a Nature, as immediately to affect our Con- 
ſtitution, E ſhall, when any are publickly 
advanced, as it were in Defiance of it, take 
care to refute them as they deſerve; there- 


by to prevent the Infection of Peoples Minds, 


or their being ſeduced into a Conduct, im- 
proper for themſel ves, or miſchievous to 
their Country. TER. 


have nothing to do with Party; V big or 
Tory are Names that I would baniſh out of 
the World, as only ſerving to divide it, and 
miſlead Men in their Judgment of others; 
nothing being more ordinary, than for them 
from the Knowledge of one or two of a 
Party, to form a Judgment of the reſt of 
them; and then from this general Notion or 
Character, to make Judgment of orher par- 
ticular Perſons whom they do not know, 


but who, yet, are ſome how or other, rank'd 


under thoſe general Names. A Way of judg- 

ing ſo irrational, that it muſt produce in- 

finite Miſtakes; and yet ſo common, that 

moſt People go by it. For my Part, tis 

Facts ſhall be my Rule of judging of Men, 
and diſtinguiſhing him, that breathes the 

Spirit of an Engliſhman, that has the Love 
of his Country at Heart, and purſues its In- 

tereſt ſteadily, from him that ſacrifices it to 

his PRIVATE, or betrays it to a foreign 

Intereſt. 

'Tis uſual for Writers ſetting out into 
the World, to addreſs themſelves to their 
2 with great Promiſes of their Inte- 
grity, Impartiality, and Exactneſs, unuſed 
to Compliments in Converſation, I cannot 
reconeile my ſelf to them in Writing; and 
ſhall refer it to my Readers Obſervation in 
the Progreſs of this Paper, whether I do not 
actually perform what thoſe promiſe, as 
— ” ſtick to the Rules I preſcribe here to 
myfelf. | 

But whereas the Author would have his 


Paper ferve for Entertainment, as well as 


Uſe, and the continual dwelling on ſerious, 
tho' never ſo important Subjects, may at 
laſt diſguſt the Mind of the Reader; he 
has for their Relief in this reſpect, thought 
proper to give 'em the Subſtance of the News 
and Occurrences of the World; hoping to 


give no Occaſion of ſuſpecting his Intelli- 


gence, or of diſpleaſing, by his Manner of 
telling it. | | 1 
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I T was a Saying of that great Stateſman, 
4 the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh; frequent 
in Ins Mouth, and founded on the juſteſt 
Obſervation of the Conſtitution, Genius, 
and Hiſtory of this Nation; That England 
could hardly ever be. ruined but by ber own 
Parliaments, An Opinion, which as it is 
perfectly agreeable to our Experience, is 
founded likewiſe on Reaſons weighty e- 


nough to make it univerſaily embraced. For 


it is from this Aſſembly of Perſons from 
every Part of the Kingdom, that a Prince 
arns the true State and Condirion of it. 
y their Advice and Aſſent he enacts Laws 


for the Common Good, ſerving as well for 
a Direction to his own Conduct, as a forci- 
ble Obligation on that of his People. From 
their Repreſentatives he learns the Incon- 
veniences ariſing from any Act, and as For- 
teſcue ſays, (de laudibus legum Anglia. c. 18.) 
am Statutes fall ſhort of their intended Ei- 
cacy, tho deviſed with ſuch Solemnity and Wiſe 
dom in the Contrivers of them, they may be ſoon 
reformed by the like Aſent of Parliament, from 


whence they Originally flowed : By their Au- - 


thority the Delays in our Pleas, (as the ſame 
Author ſays, the Doubts, the Errors, and 
Abuſes of our Courts of Judicature are re- 

| | moved 


Ll 


Cu) 


moved, explained, corrected and reformed. 
They ſerve to ſuggeſt to the King the Me- 
thods proper, as well to promote the Proſpe- 
rity ot the Nation, as to redreſs all its Orie- 
vances, whether in their Affaits of Govern- 
ment at Home, or in their Concerns with 
Foreign States and Dominions Abroad. 
They are the Guardians of the Liberties and 
P:iviledges of the People, againſt all Invaſi- 
ons thereof, from any Quarter; are a Check 
to inſolent and licentious Miniſters, and a 
Terror to ambitious and over-giown Stateſ- 
men; are a Defence, not only againſt the 
Corruption of theſe, but even againſt rhe 
Violence of a Prince, aiming at Arbitrary 
Power; They are the Peoples Truſtees for 
diſpolal of their Money, to ſupply the Ex1- 
gencies of the Government; tor examining 


into publick Accompts, to ſee that it be ap- 


plied to its true Uſe and, Purpoſes; and for 
maintaining the Honour, and promoting the 
Intereſt of the Kingdom, that it may not 


ſ:ffer in either Reſpe&; and ſo long as they 


duly difcharge theſe Truſts, for which they 
are inveſted wich ſufficient Powers, it is 
impracticable for any Prince or Miniſtry, to 
overturn our Conſtitution, or break thro it 
in any material Inſtances. | 

But if inſtead of providing for the real 
Neceſſities, and true [Intereſt of the Nation; 
they wantonly throw away its Treaſure, in 
unneceſſary and deſtructive Wars; or let Of- 
ficers ſecurely embezzle it, without being 
called to Accompt; if they can ſee the Ho- 
nour of the Nation proſtituted, and its Inte- 
reſts ſacrific'd, or, as was done by King Jobn, 
its very Sovereiguty given up to Foreign 


Potentates, without expreiſing any Concern, 


or interpoſing to prevent, or put a Stop to 
ſuch dithonourable and deſtructive Meaſures; 
if inſtead of moderating between the Prero- 
gative of the Crown and Libertiesof the Peo- 
ple, they ſhouldentirely attach themſelves to 
the One, and neglect the other; if under 


the ſpecious Pretence of Affection to a Prince, 


they ſhould ſink into fo ſlaviſn aCompliance, 
as to ſtrike in with his Views of Arbitrary 
Pywer, and ſupport him in the neceſſary 
Steps to obtain it; if they ſhould prove ſuch 
humble Creatures of a Ainiſiry, as ſeeing them 
engaged in Illegal, Corrupt, and Ruinous 
Courſes, they ſhould either juſtify their Con- 
duct, or decline to examine into, and punifh 
it as it deſerves; if they ſhould thus violate 


tbat Conſtitution which they ought to pre- 


ſerve, ſhould ſuſpend or give up thoſe Liber- 
ties of the People which they ought to guard; 
ſhonld juſtify that Corruption which they 
ought to reform, and patronize thoſe guilty 


Perſons who ought to be overwhelmed with - 


their ſevereſt Cenſures; the Caſe mult be 
- miſerable indeed, and then may we juſtly 
dread that Ruin, which the Lord Bur leigh 
ſeemed ſo apprehenſive of. 


Happy indeed are Fe, that this is not yet 


Our Cafe, and that it can never be ſo with- 
out an univerſal Corruption of the Nation! 
An Evil, from which the Parficulars, who 


compoſe it, muſt ſuffer ſo very much, that 
we have Room to hope, it never may be; 
ſhould it, indeed, hereafter ever prove to, 
wretched to the laſt Degree, would be the 
Circumſtances of the Nation! For, quis cuſto- 
diet ipſos Cuſtodes? This is ſtabbing it in its 
very Guatd; tis depriving it of the only 
Remedy it hath againſt all Grievances, ſo 


that the Calamity, Great as it is, ſeems 


ot an incurable Nature. There are ſome 
Heroick Souls who love Virtue for its own 
Sake, and would not on any Account be 
conicious of an ill Thing to themſelves: Bur 
theſe are few in compariſon of thoſe, who 
act from other Motives, and are vertuous 
purely tor the Reputation of being ſo. There 


is not a more powerful Reſtraint againſt a 


Corrupr, Wicked, or mean AGion, than 
Hame; but it has its Influence only on Pri- 
vate Men, and does not affect Bod ies. When 
Corruption becomes general, it ceaſes to be 
ſcandalous; it looks almoſt with the Air of 
Authority, and there are few, (tho' infinitely 
to be valued are thoſe few) whoſe Integrity 
is Proof againſt Tgmptations offered at ſuch 
a Juncture. So that as a Calamity of that 
Nature I am ſpeaking of, would in all pro- 
hahility be without a Remedy; We are ta 
non it may be for ever without a Prece 
ent. | 

If it has been hitherto unprecedented, it 
has been owing in a great Meaſure, to two 
Points in the Conſtitution, and Ordering of 


our Parliaments, viz. The Frequency of 


their Meeting, and the Freedom of their E- 
lection; their very Being in a great Meaſure 
depending on the One, as their Well-being 
does entirely on the Other. The One being 
neceſſary to maintain the Right of their Sit- 
ting, and the Other, to auſwer the Uſes of 
it; and as this is neceſſary to keep Corrupt 
Men from being elected at all, fo the other 
is ſerviceable to preſerve them from being 
Corrupted afterwards. © ae on 
The Freedom of Elections ſhall be treated 
of in another Paper, the Frequency of Par. 
liaments ſhall be the Subject of this. A Right, 
an ineſtimable Right, which the People of 
England have alwaysclaimed; have exercis d 
from Time to Time, and been in. Pofſeflion 
of tor ſeveral Ages. The Mirror of Fuſtice, 
which as Lord Coke ſays in his Preface to 
his 10th Reports, was written in the Saxon 
Times, (tho' ſeveral Things were added to it 
by Horus; a learned Lawyer, who lived in 
the Reigns of Edward I. and II.) aſſerts it to 
be the comftant: Uſage of this Kingdom, for 
Parliaments to aſſemble twice a Tear, or oftner, 
F need be at London for making of Ordinances ' 
for the good Eftate of the Realm: If they met 


oftner, it was upon extraordinary Occaſions; 


but the two Times of the Year' ſeem to be 
Stationary, and were uſually after Eafter 


and Alichaelmas; ind whereas in Proceſs of 


Time, upon the Encreafe of the Number of 
Repreſentatives, theſe Aſſemblies were leſs 


frequent; Horne complains of it in the ſane 


Book, as an Abuſion of the Law. That where. 
- as 


( 


as Parliaments onght to convene twice a Tear at 


5) 


London, they now a days meet bat ſeldom, and ceeded that tune. 


at the Will of the King: To prevent the In- 
creaſe of this Abuſe, it was Provided by 5 
Edw. II. That a Parliament ſhould be held once 
or twice a Tear; By 4 Edw. III. c. 34. That it 
Should be holden every Tear Once, and more often, 
if need be: 36 Edw. III. c. 10. That for Main- 
tenance of the Statutes, and Redreſs of divers 
 Michiefs which daily happen, a Parliament ſhall be 
holden every Tear, as aforeſaid ordained byStatute: 
The ſame Uſage and Right is claimed by the 
Parliament in 50 Edw. III. and acknowledg- 
ed by that Prince in his Anſwer to their Pe- 
tition. The ſame Claim and Acknowledg- 
ment is made in 1 Rich. II. and their Meeting 
was not (as the Mirror complains) for Aids 
and gatherings of Treaſure, but to Redreſs 
Delays in Suits, and to end ſuch Caſes as the 
Judges doubt of, for the Relief of the People in 
ordinary Caſes; and this Right and Ordinance, 
that Prince in the Second Year of his Reign, 
aſſigns as one Cauſe of his holding a Parli- 
ament, and 16 Car. I. Cag, 1. recites and ac- 
 knowledges the ſame Right: And as (accord- 
ing to Hracton) all ambiguous and intricate 
_ Cauſes were referred tothe Determination 
of this Body; fo they uſed” great Diſpatch 
(the Words of Forteſeue, are, concito & citiſi- 
me) in the determining of them,and in the reform- 
ing Abuſes; ſo that the Subject in all Grievan- 
ces, found in them a ready, as well as a ſure 
Relief +: Nut, rune 2 
In thoſe Days indeed, frequency of Par- 
liaments, was a frequency of New Parlia- 
ments; each Parliament ended with the Seſ- 


ſions, and was diſmiſs d /mre Die, and ſcarce 


any Seſſions laſted above forty Days; and 

accordingly the Wages of Knights and Bur- 
geſſes were for that Term, and their At- 
tendance required no longer; according to 
that Memorable Record in Knighton, being 
the' Meſſage ſent by both Houſes to King 
Richard Il. at Eltham, wherein they Repre- 
| ſent to him, That they have an ancient Statute 
or it, © Thar in caſe the King wilfully 
* abſent himſelf, and will not come to Par- 
*- lament, as having no Care of vexing his 
People, nor Regard of their great Expen- 
* ces; after forty Days, they are free to go 
* Home, and the King has no wrong done 
© him. Theſe Expences, were then the Ex- 
1 not of the Members themſelves, 

ut of the Counties and Boroughs that ſent 
Deputies to Parliament; who coming thither 
without any ſelfiſh Views, with Views on- 


ly to the Good of their Conſtituents, the 


common Good of the Kingdom; found no 
difficulty to reform Abuſes, and diſpatch 
the Buſineſs before them in ſ-{hort a Time; 
and even ſo low as Queer. Elizabeth's time, 
during the courſe of her Glorious Reign: A 
Reign of alinoft continual Wars, and un- 
der which all the Branches of our Trade 
had their Riſe, being a Reign of ſo much 
Action; which muſt therefore afford as much 
Buſineſs for Parliaments, as any ſince, and 
yer, (as appears by Sir Simonds d'Ewes Jour- 


1 


ore Seſſions only, was fo, undeniably the 


old and conſtant uſage of that Body; that 


our Hiſtory and Statute Books, 1542 : 


ford us a ſingle Inſtance te the contrary, 
till the Reigns of Henmy VIII. and Queen 
Mary; the Violence and Arbitrarineſs of 
the firſt, are ſo well known, that no Body 
can be ſurprized at his doing an- Ack un- 
known to our Conſtitution, and forcing a 
Parliament to ſubmit to it, when perhaps 
the neceſſity of his Affairs required it; and 
as to the latter, tis evident what Schemes 
ſhe had formed for aboliſhing the Reforma- 


tion here; and as this was the deſire of her 


Soul, from the beginning of her Reign; *tis 
as plain with what view ſhe took this Step, 


which how abſolutely neceſſary it was for 


her End, may appear from an Oration made- 


by a worthy Gentleman, Mr. Fob» Hales to 
Queen Elizabeth, and delivered to ber Ma- 


jeſty by a certain Nobleman, at her firſt 
entranee on her Reign; wherein he tells her, 
© That Queen Mary's firſt Parliament, where- 
in ſhe and her Council grounded, and 
© wrought a great part of their Tyranny; 
And wherein they meant to overthrow, 
* whatſoever King Edward had, for the Ad- 
© yancement of God's Glory brought to 


* paſs, was of no Force or Authority: For 


© the perceiving her Enemies Stomach could 


not be emptied, nor her Malice ſpew'd + 


* on the People, by any good Order, 
* ſhe committed a great Diſorder; Sbe by 


Force and Violence, took from the Commons 


© their Liberty; that according to the Ancient 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, th could 
© not have their free Election of Knights 
* Burgeſſes for the Parliament: For the u 
© knew, that if either Chriſtian Men, or true 


© Engliſhmen ſhould be Ele8ed, it was not 


* pothible that to ſucceed, which ſhe inten- 


© ded: And therefore in many Places, di- 


vers were choſen by force of ber Threats, 
* mete to ſerve ber Alalcions Affections; 
© wherefore: that Parliament, was »o Purlia- 
ment; but may be juſtly called a Conſpi- 
* racy of Tyrants and Traytors; for the Great 
part, by whoſe Authority and Hoices Things 
* proceeded in that Court, by their AA! 
* moſt manifeſtly declared themſelves fo. 
* the reſt being both Chriſtians, and-Trug 
* Engliſhmen, although they had good Wills 
* yet were not able to Reſiſt, or prevail 


* againſt the Multitude of. Voices and Saf. 


c frages of ſo many Evil, falſe fo God, and 


Enemies to their Country. Alſo divers Bur- 


0 Oy being orderly choſen, and lawfully 
* Returned; as in ſome Places the People did 
what they could to reſiſt her Purpoſes, 
were diſorderly and wlawfully put our, and 
others without any Order f Law, in their 
places placed*. Foxes Book of Martyrs, 


Vol. 3 p 819, 820. Affer this Account 


no Pody can wonder, that a Parliament fo 
Conſtituted, ſhonld be thought neceſſary 
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nal) ſcarce any Parliament throughout it, ex 


he continuance of a Parliament alfo for 


* 


to. be continued, contrary to the uſual 


Cuſtom. 


There are indeed various Advantages at- 
tending theſe Uſages of our old Conſtitu- 
tion, and ſome Miſchiefs now complained 
of, would be effectually prevented by chem. 
' Members might duty attend the Service of 
the Houſes, without any Pregudice either 
to their Health, or private Affairs, ot be- 
ing tired out with a tedious abſence from 
their Families; that Priviledge from Ar- 
reſts and Suits, which Judge Fenkins (in his 
"Treatiſe of the Inconveniences of a long con- 
tinued Parliament) complains of as unrea ſona- 
ble, in the Caſe of the then Parliament of 

1647. ( ſince the Law allow'd no Protetti- 


on for any Man employed in the Service 
of the Kingdom, but for a Tar),) would 


in the Caſe of the Obſervance of the Uſa- 

es, be no Inconvenience at all to any Sub- 
ject; there would be hardly time enough in 
2 Parliament, to apply properly for the cor- 
rupting of a Mans Integrity; and it would 
be ſcarce practicable, when the Repreſenta- 


tive is ſo continually from time to tine ob - 


liged to have Recourſe to his Conffituents 
for a New Election; and muſt therefore be 
careful to order his Conduct, ſo, as to Me- 
tit their Approbation; the EleCtors would 
be always truly Repreſented, and have their 
Senſe delivered, while they have ſuch fre- 
zxent Opportunities of changing their Proxy, 
The ſhould change his Sentiments, And 
fail in his Truft; the Intereft of Towns and 
Counties, would follow thoſe who natural- 
ly have the beſt Titles to it by thefr Merit, 
their Eſtates, and Reſidence among the E- 
lectors; Strangers would ſcarce think it 
worth their while, to purchaſe at a dear 
; Rate, 2 Seat for ſo ſhort a Space; and a con- 
ant and quick Return, would create 2 
charge too exceſſive for any Perſons Purſe 
to defray; and might therefore poſſibly 


Diſcourage them from engaging in any Ex- 
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pence at all; and as there are generally the 
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leaſt Witturbances, where there is leaſt Mo. 
ney ſpent; the Peace of the Kingdom might 
poſſibly be promoted thereby. This is cer- 
tain, that in former Ages we had not that 


occaſion for Laws againſt Bribery, that we - 
have now and if we Appeal to the Expe- 


11ence of this laſt Age, we may learn, that 
as the diſuſage of Parliaments for twelve 
Years under King Char les I. raiſed up that 


Flame in the Nation, which brake out ſo 


violently in 1641 ; fo rhe Perpetuity of the 
Parliament, that the King chen in his Di- 
ſtreſs agreed to, was the Cauſe of the utter 
Ruin of our Conſtitution. 

There may be extraordinary Junctures 


indeed, in which it may be neceſſary to 


continue Parliaments a longer time than 
uſual; of ſuch particular Caſes I do hot 
pretend to judge; but believe, that what 
I here lay down, will be allow'd as true 
in the General; I am ſure that the firſt 


Account I have met with in Hiſtory 


of a Penſionary Parliament, was the long 
one of King CharlF II. That all the Patrons 
of Liberty in thoſe Times declaimed in 
the ſtrongeſt Tl 
of it, and the*Ft 


ds of the Revolution, 


who ated upon the trueſt Revolution Prin- 
ciples, have declared themſelves of the ſame 


Sentiments; and the famous Mr. Samuel Fohn-. 
Jon, who was ſo ſerviceable in his Writings, 
to prepare the way for it, as well as to de- 
fend it afterwards, expreſſes himſelf upon 


this Subject in theſe Words; Parliaments 


© by the Conſtitution are not to be Stale, 


as I have ſeen one in my time retained a- 
© bove nineteen Years, with Penſions, anda- 


© nother for fewer Years with Places, and 
© turning out of Places: But if a Pur lia- 


nent were Corrupted neither of theſe ways, 

c : . - . ; 
yet 4 Standing Parliament will always 

* Stagnate, and be like a Country-Pond; 


* whuch is over-grown with Ducks Meat. 


* 
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OREIGNE RS, in all their 
Writings and Obſervations upon 
England, the Wiſdom of its Form 
of Government, the limited Pre- 
rogatives of the Crown, and the juſt Liber- 
ties of its People, have conſtantly attri- 
buted all theſe Bleſſings to the Conſtitution 
of our Parliaments, and it is certainly this 
our Privilege of Repreſentation, which is not 
only the Original, bur likewiſe the Security 
of all the reſt. They judge rightly of us 
| ſince by Compariſon; for while they feel 
themſelves at the Mercy of deſpotick Power, 


they behold us, as yet enjoying many and 


valuable Liberties, which they look upon 
as the Effects of this Pepreſentation, and 


* 


— m 
. 


therefore cannot help envying Our Condi 
tion, whilſt they lament their Own. It 
would then be a juſt Matter of Wonder, 


as well as Reproach, if we, who enjoy a 


api which they want, of the Advan- 
tages w 


the Reach of Memory. The being depriv- 
ed of Bleſſings, is often neceſſary to make 
People value them as they ought; but it is 
to be hoped, that the People of England are 
not yet ſo wanton, with their own Happi- 
neſs, or ſo forgetful of themſelves in the 


Excels of Wealth and Luxury, as to have 


Occaſion | 


$@gainſt-the Continuance 


ereof we have had fo long, and ſo 

happy an Experience; if We, I fay, ſhould 
value it leſs than They, who never enjoy'd _ 
it at all, or have loft it for a Time beyond 


"4 
Is. 
* * 


— 


Occaſion for ſuch a Circumſtance to recom- 
mend this particular Bleſſing to them; but 
that the bare Conſideration of the Nature 
and Advantages of it, will make us vigorous 


in our Endeavours to preſerve it, as other 


Nations would, ou the leaſt Proſpect, be to 
recover, or obtain it. We have the Exam- 


ple of our Anceſtors to urge us on to theſe 


glorious Endeavours; who, at a vaſt Ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure, have rranſ- 
mitted this Right inviolate to us; and, ſhall 
we not then convey it down ro Poſterity, 
as entire as we received it from them? They 


thought it abſolutely neceſſary for the Se- 


curity of their Libesties, Properties, and 
even of their Lives; and therefore ventur'd 


them gallantly on occaſion, that by main- 


taining this Right, they might live after- 


_-wirds in Aſſurance of them. They thought 


theſe too valuable to be held by a precart- 


ous Tenure, and tho perhaps they might be 


poſſeſſed, yer, they could never be enjoy'd 


under the continual. Apprehenſions of loſing 


chem. They thought rhe Comfort of them 
was deſtroyed, if the Security of them was 
uncertain; and the Moment they lay at the 
Mercy of another, they conſidered them as 
gone. Full of this Spirit and theſe Senti- 
ments did they nobly on all Occaſions, and 
and on every Manner, aſſert this Right, 


and (what is neceſſary to make it deſirable) 


the Freedom of Repreſentation, __'_ © 

This Right having (as I have before ob- 
ſerved) been fupported and maintained chief 
Iy by two Methods, viz. the Frequency of Fur- 
Faments, (New, Parliaments) and the Fres- 


dom , Electing them, the former having been 


conſidered in my preceding Paper, the lat- 
ter comes in to be the Subje& of this. This 


be Freedom indeed. neceſſarily reſults, from the 
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Kight of Repreſentation; and I can't con- 


Teive, how Perſons can with any Propriety 


be tiled the Repreſentatives of a People, who 


are not by them elected and deputed as ſuch; 


or of what Uſe an Election can be, if not 


made with Freedom. The Freedom therefore 
of Elections, is an eſſential Part of the Con- 
ſtitution of our Parliaments, and has accord- 
ingly been always eſteemed ſo. The Writ 
of Summons plainly directs and enjoins an 


entire Freedom in the Election of ſuch, as are 


to be ſent up to ſerve in Parliament: It com- 
mands the Sheriff to ſee that Knights, as well 
as ger libere & indifferenter eligi juxta 
Formam Statutorum inde edit & provis, be free. 
ty and indiſferentiy choſen, according to the 
Tenor of the Statutes in that. Caſe made and 
provided 3 and it is required to this End, 
That the 4rdnous Affairs of the Kingdom 
may not by any Means remain undone, for 
Want of full and ſufficient Powers in the 
* Knights, Citixens, or, Burgeſſes from the Com- 


munities they repreſent, or by reaſon of 


the zmprovident- Election of them. Now 


ho can thoſe be fully and ſufficiently au- 


thorized and impowered to act for the Peo. 


Ple that are not freely Elected by them, from 
whom they derive that Commi 


on and Au- 


SW 


* o 


thority, - which is abſolutely neceſſary to | 


make what they do, valid, and accounted 
the Statutes of the Realm? WP > 
Our old Laws are very careful to obtain 
and ſecure this Freedom ; tor thus the Statute 
of Weſtminſter the Firſt, (A. D. 1274.) pro- 
vides, © That Elections ſhould be freely and 
© duly made, without any Diſturbance whatſoever. 
The King is ſaid to Command this, and there- 


fore binds hᷣimſelf not to diſturb any Electors 


in the making of ſuch free Elections; and 
he commands likewiſe, under great Forfei- 
ture, That no Great Man, nor Other,. by 
Forct of Arms, nor by Malice, or Menacing, 
© ſhall diſturb any to make free Election: 
and Lord Coke in his Comment upon the 
above-mentioned Statute, refers to the Sta- 
tute of ) Henry IV. c. 15. which ſays, That 
for Knights of the Shires for Parliament in 
„ a full County, a free and indifferent Ele- 
* ion ſhall be made, notwithſtanding am Prayer, 
or Commandment to the contrary : This Sta- 
* rute, be ſays, was made at the grievous Com- 
© plaintof the Commons, being interrupted 


in their free Elections by the King's Let- 


* ters Patents, under pretext of an Ordi- 
* nance in the Lords Houſe, in 46 Edw. III. 
© but for the future it was to be ſine prece, 
without any Prayer or Gift ; and ſinè præ- 
* cepto, without Commandment of the King, 
by Vit or atherwiſe, or of any other, anc 
y this was an Act but declaratory of the an- 
tion Law and Cuſtom of Parliaments. 
It was the old Rule of the common Law, 
as old as the very Being of our Parliament 

and not the Creature or Reſult of any Acts 
of theirs ; and, accordingly. the late. King 
#iliam acknowledges in his Declaration, 


That according to the Conſtitution of the Eng- 


liſh Government, and immemorial Cuſtom, A 


Elections of Far iament Men, - ought to be made 


with an entire Liberty, without any ſort of Force, 
or requiring the Ele@ors to chooſe ſuch Perſons 
as fhall be named to them. And the Act in I 
V. and M.declaring the Rights and Liberties 
of the Subject, aſſerts it to be a Fundamen- 
tal Right, That Election of Members ought to 
be free, and declares, That a violating of this 
Freedom of Election of Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament, i an Endeavour to . and extir - 
Pate the Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
of this Kingdom. : | 54 
This had indeed been always Iook'd upon 
as the fundamental Security of the Lives, 
Liberties, and Properties of the Subject. 
In this Opinion the King and People have 
ever agreed; For as our Princes, whenever 
they ſet up for arbitrary Power, and entred 
into Meaſutes to ſubvert the Conſtitution, 
have ſtill endeavoured to make Way there- 
to, by the Invaſion of this Right; ſo the 


People have been always jealous of any In- 


vaſion of ir, been watchtul againſt it, and 


oppoſed it to the utmoſt, for fear it might 


be attended with the very Conſequences 
that ſuch Princes propoſed. _.. wo | 
Whenever therefore we ſee this Right in- 
vaded, we may conclude, there is a Deſign 
| | to 
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the King himſelf afterwards-in new Writs, 
iſſued out-to ſuperſede the former, acknow- 


ledged to be illegal; / contrary to the form of 
Election uſed from ancient Times, and a Viola- 


to ſubvert the Conſtitution; and whoever has 
an Hand in it, ought to be deemed an Ene- 
my to his Country, and every Min that re- 
tains any Meaſure of the old Exgliſh Spirit, 
will abhor and treat him as ſuch: For to 
deſtroy the Freedom of Elections, is, (as 
Mr. Locke ſays) to cut up the Government by 
the Roots, and as perfet a Declaration of a De- 
fizn to ſubvert the 
be met with, 
Various are the Inſtruments made uſe of 
in the Invaſion of this Freedom. Various 
too are the Means employed for this End; 
but I hall now cake Notice only of thoſe 


which our ill Princes themſelves, or ſuch as 


have pcſſeffed themſelves of their Power, 
have actually uſed or atrempted to uſe, for 
the carrying on their deſtructive Purpoſes. 
When Queen Aary wanted a Parliament to 
Join with her in the Extirpation of our Re- 
ligion, the made uſe of Threats to force the 
People into the Choice of ſuch Perſons as 
were fit for her Purpoſe ; and when this was 
not ſufficient, fhe arbitrarily and illegally 
excluded Members that were orderly cho- 
ſen, and Jawfully returned, and Without 
any Order of Law, placed others in their 


ftead. When King Richard II. puſhed on, 
by the ſordid Flattery, and corrupt Sug- 


geſtions of his ambitious t avourites; proceed- 
ed to violent Ruptures with the great Men 
of the Land, who oppoſed the Male- 4dmi- 
niſtration of thoſe publick Enemies te the 
Peace and Happineſs of the Kingdom: He, 
to make himſelf abſolute, and cruſh thoſe 


noble Perſons who oppoſed his Schemes; and 


to have a Parliament which might ſupport 
him in theſe Meaſures, ſummoned all the 
Sheriffs of England to Nottingham Caſtle, en- 
joining them to ſuffer no Kn7gbt to be elected 
in their Shires, but whom the King and bis 
Council ſhould have approved-and choſe; a Me- 
thod not much unlike that which Oliver 
Cromwell took with bis Parliament in 1656, 
of which he ſuffered none to be Members, 
but thoſe who had a C:rtificate from his 
Council: There being only this Difference 
between them, That King Richard inſiſted 
on his Council's Approbation of his Mem- 
bers, before they were Returned ; whereas 


Oliver required it only, before they ſat in 


the Houſe; and the Reception of them being 
much alike; for as Oliver s Practice produced 
a Proteſiat ion from about one Hundred of the 
moſt conſiderable Members; ſo King Ki- 
chard's Propoſal met with an unanimous 
Refuſal from the Sheriffs, who not comply- 
ing at that Time, which was the 11th Year 
of his Reign, but inſiſting on the Commons 
Right of free Elections, were diſinifſed. 
Finding this Method then impracticable, 
he took another, and preſently after, iſſu- 
ing ont Writs to the Sheriffs, to eleQ Knights 
and Burgeſſes for Parliament, he inſerted this 
. ſtrange and unuſual Clauſe in them, that 
they ſhould chuſe ſuch Men as were in De- 
batis modernis magis indifferentes, a Clanſe 
which his Council repreſented to him, and 


Conſlitution, as ts poſſible to 


tion of the Liberties of the Lords and Com- 
mons of the Kingdom, which they had always 
exjoyed till that Time. Notwithſtanding all 
this, his Favourites to skreen themſelves 


from the Reſentment of the Nation, pre- 


vailed with him to break through this an- 
cient form of Election, and Liberties of the 
Lords and Commons, and, (as is ſaid in the 
19th of the 33 A ticles exhibited againſt 
him at his being depoſed,) © To ſend bis 
Commands ver often to his Sheriffs, to re- 
turn certain Perſons named by himſelf, as 
* Knights of Sh:res to fit in bis Parliaments; 
which Knights, being his Favourites, he 
might lead, as he had often done, ſome- 
* times by various Threats and Terrors, 


and ſometimes by Gifts; to conſent to 


* ſach Things as were prejudicial to the 
* Kingdom, and exceeding burdenſome and 
* oppreſlive to the People. 

When that weak and eaſy Prince, Henry 
the VI, always led by his Favourites, and 


made uſe of by his corrupt Miniſters, as a 


Tool, to gratify their Paſſions, and ſerve. 
their Intereſts; did, in Compliance (as the 
Act 39 FH. 6. c. I. fays) with the Impor- 
© tunity of thoſe ſeditious and evil diſpoſed 
© Perſons, having no Regard to the dread of 
© God, nor to the Damage of the Proſperous 
© Eſtate of the King, nor his Realm, ſummon. 
* a Parliament at Coventry in the 30th Year of 
his Reign, for no better an End, than to de- 
* ftroy certain of the great Nobles, faithful 
and lawful Lords, and Eſtates of the King's 
Blood, and other of the faithful liege Peo- 
k 5 of the Realm of England, for the great 
© Rancour, Hatred, and Malice which the 
* ſaid ſeditious Perſons of long Time had 
a 3 them, and of their greedy inſatia- 
© ble Covetouſneſs to have the Lands, Here- 
* ditaments, Poſſeſſions, Offices and Goods 
of the ſaid Lords, and faithful liege People.” 
He took Meaſures as diſhoneſt as theſe Views 
to attain them. It is natural to imagine, 
that unleſs the whole Nation was as cor- 
rupt as his Miniſters, he could not eaſily, in 
caſe of a free Election, find a Parliament that 
would ſupport them in fach Things. He was 
therefore neceſſitated in the Purſuit of them, 
to violate this freedom of Election; for a 


great part of the Knights for divers Coun- 


ties of the Realm, and many Burgeſſes and 


_ © Citizens for divers Boroughs and Cities, were 
named, returned, and accepted; ſome of 


them without due and free Election; ſome 
of them without any Election againſt the 
© courſe of the King's Laws, and the Liber- 
© ties of the Commons of this Realm, by 
the Means and Labours of the ſaid ſedi- 
* tions Perſons, | PIR 
Such a pack'd Aſſembly as this, (for I 
can hardly allow my ſelf to call it a Parlia- 
ment) was not likely much to advance ei- 


ther the King's Welfare, or the good of the 


Kingdom; and accofdingly we find few of 


their 


- 


1 | | „ 


their 47s were made for this End, Though 
* greater part of the Staturesand Orc 
made therein, being laboured by the Con- 


_ © ſpicacy, Procurement, and 1 Ty of 


© the ſaid evil diſpoſed Perſons, for the Ac- 
* complithment of their Rancour and inordi- 


© nate Covetouſneſs, and againſt all good 


Faith and Conſcience, finally to deſtroy 
© the ſaid lawful Lords, Eſtates and Liege- 
© Pepple, and their Iſſues, as well Innocents, 
© 25 other, and their Heirs for ever.“ Acts 
of this Nature, by what Authority ſoever 
made, ought to be reverſed and annulled, as 


thoſe of this Parliament were by the next, 


in 39 Hen. VI. But there was ſuch a Defect 
in the Conſtitution of this Parliament, that 
the following was not content with the re- 
voking its Acts, but to diſtinguiſh it with 


more particular Marks of I bhorrence, de- 


clared it to be void, and bolden for no Parka- 
ment. ö 

"Theſe are ſome of the Inftances wherein 
our Princes have broke in upon the Peoples 
Right of freedom of Elections, as well as of 
the Means whereby they have done it; the 


Ends they have had in Vitw in theſe Steps, 


appear to tend as little to the Honour of the 


Prince, as the Quiet of the People; and. if 


the latter, from this Account of them, has 
Reaſon to dread and guard azainft *em, the 


former has very poor Encouragement to re- 


'# 


peat em; for what was the Conſequence in 
theſe Caſes? In that of Hen. VI. the Act 
ſays, That from his forementioned Practice, 
many great Feopardies, Enormities and Incon- 
veniences, well nigh to the Ruine, Decay, and 


univerſal Subverſion of the ſaid Realm have en- 


ſued; and Hiſtory tells us, that hereupon 
firſt burſt out the Flame of the Civil War, 
which ended in the Ruine of Hen the Sixth, 
his Son Prince Edward, and the greateſt 
part of his Adherents. In that of Queen 
Mary, (be fore mentioned) by getting a Par- 
liament to her Purpoſe, ſhe well nigh at- 


n 


rd inances 


tained her End; ſhe aboliſhed the Reforma. 

tion here, but it was only for a Time, for 
ſhe died before the could utterly extirpatre 

it; ſhe died after an uneaſy Life, for Grief, 
occaſicned by rhe loſs of Calais, and of all 
the Territory left the Eliſß in France, 
which they had enjoyed for two hundred. 


Fears together; a Loſs! which the King- 


dom owes to that very Parliament which pro- 
jected and authorized the Spaniſh Match , 
ſubjected the Kingdom to a foreitn Prince, 
and thereby expos'd it to the certain Dan- 
ger, of being engaged in expenſive Wars for 
the ſake of his foreign Dominions, as we found 
it in the Event; an Event! that ought never 
to have been forgotten, becauſe it can never 
be enough lamented by us. In the Caſe of 
Richard II. he had abundant Reaſons to re- 
pent of his arbitrary Proceedings, and In- 
vaſion of the freedom of Elections; for 38 
it is made a great Article and Ground of his 


being depoſed, ſo was ir attended with ſuch 


Diſcontents in the Nation, as made his own 


Followers and Troops deſert bim, and ena- 


bled Henry IV. to ſeize and mount the 
Throng without Bloodſhed, and almoſt 
without Oppoſition : An Event, which was 
ſoon followed with the Death of K. Richard, 

though it had more laſting ill Conſequences 
to the Nation, by laying the Foundation of 
a diſputed Succeſion, which involved it in all 
the Calamities and Miſeries of a Civil War, 
and was not ended but with the Death of 
ſon hundred Thonfands of our Country- 


- men, and the loſs of more of the Blood of 


our Pringes and Nobility, than all the Wars 
of France had ſhed. 1 
Such have been the Conſequences of a Vio- 
lation of this invaluable Right of the Free- 
dom * of Elections! a Violation, that ever 


Lover of his Country muſt abhor, that no 
Prince that has a regard for Juſtice would 


commit, and no Subject that has the true 


Spirit of an Engliſhman would bear. 
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T never was a Principle received in 


1. England, to look upon our Princes as 
infallible, however any have thought ſo of 
our Parliaments. Tis a Maxim indeed, in 
Law, That the King can do no Wrong, but it 
is founded on this Reaſon, becauſe, his Mi- 
niſters only are anſwerable for it, if an 

be committed: Every Error in the Prince's 
Conduct being deemed to ariſe from an Er- 


ror. in his Judgment, which is ſtili ſuppoſed 'P 
to be miſled by the talſe Repreſentations, or 


evil Suggeſtions of his corrupt Miniſters. . 
To guard againſt ſuch Miſtakes in the 
rince, and to puniſh ſuch Corruption in his 


add a Reputation to the Authority of t 
Body, and advance its Counſels and Reſo- 


A DO SEE > tl — , e 


— 


Miniſters, as well as to prevent, or remed 


the Evils flowing from both, is the Buſineſs 


of a Parliament; That great Council of the 


Nation! A Council! which we ought to wiſh. 
were indeed infallible; but, ſince that is a 


Perfection denied to humane Nature, we 
_ ought, however, to exert our utmoſt Endea- 
vours, te have it compos'd of Members, 


whoſe Views and Methods of Life, whoſe" 
rinciples, Temper, and Underſtanding, 
whole Integrity and publick Spirit, og t 

at 


lut ions as near Irfallibility as poſſible. - 
5 R This 


the Firſt; one, that like the Secon 


Ground for his being depo 


( 10 ). | 


This, the Prince, who is to receive Ad- 
vice from it, ought to with tor, at leaſt, as 
much as the People; for it is his Interelt 


equally with the! o, and therefore, unlz(s he 


is weak enough to miſtake, in ſo material 


a Point, or has, Views, inconſiſteut wich 


the Good of the Nation, he can never be ſe- 
duced into any Meaſures contrary to fo defi- 
rable an End; an End! which nothing can 
advance ſo much, as the People's being left en- 
tirely to a free Choice of their Repreſentatives. 


For the Body of a People are hardly ever 
miſtaken, as to the true Intereſt of a Na- 


tion, or in their Judgment of the Perſons, 
moſt likely to promote it; and it is ſo evi- 


dently their Intereſt to chooſe ſuch, that we. 


may juſtly couclude, That were they left to 
themſelves, they would always do ſo. What 
Reaſon tells us in this Caſe, Experience, con- 
ſtant Experience confirms: For, if we ſearch 
into the Hiſtory of this Nation, we ſhall 
find ir true, That our be Parliaments haue 
been the Reſult of the People's free Choice, and 
we have ſcarce ever ſuffer d from a Parliament, 
but when this Freedom has been invaded. 

A wiſe therefore, and a good Prince, who 
knows aud purſues his own, and his Bedple's 
true Intereſt, will never interpoſe his Au- 
thority, to take away, or interrupt this Free- 
dom: A Richard the Second, a Queen Mary, 


or an Oliver Cromwell; a weak, obſtinate, 


heady, and ambitious Prince, that has De- 
ſigns againſt che Liberties of his 7 like 

* igtms 
Reſolutions to ſubvert the Religion of his 
Country; or, like the laſt, zſurps the 
Oower he claims, and may therefose be ſup- 


poſed deſirous of the utmoſt he can graſp; p 


may perhaps be carried into ſuch a Con- 
duct, but it is hardly to be conceived, that 
any other ſhould. 

There is, however, in our Hiſtory, an 
ther Inſtance of ſuch an Invaſion of this 
Freedom, which I have not yet mentioned, 
and cannot ſufficiently wonder at: It was 


in the Reign of Henry IV. One of the wiſeſt 
and moſt politick Princes, that has yet ſate 


upon the Throne of England; which makes 
it more amazing, how he ſhould be guilty 


of ſuch a Step, as conſidered in all its Cir- 
* 'cumſtances, is perfectly unaccountable. 

He had been Witneſs of the Clamours raiſed 
againſt Rich. II. for inſerting in the Frits for 


a new Parliament, a Clauſe fo gentle, and 
in Appearance ſo inoffenſive, as That Fer- 
ſons who were indifferent in the Diſputes of that 


Time ſhould be choſe : He had ſeen this, and 


other Invaſions of the Freedom of Election: 
contribute greatly to that univerſal Diſaf- 
fection of the People, which being follou d 


by as univerſal a Defection, ended in the 


Ruin of that Prince, and was alledged as a 
ſed : He knew 
this, and yet, whether there is any Witch- 


craft in an ill Title, to put a Man on violent 


Meaſures, in the Exerciſe of the Power he 
bas ſeized ; or whether any ſtrong Paſſion 
got the better of his Judgmenr, and hurried 


him on to run the Hazard of loſing that 
Favour of the People, to which he owed his 
Crown; he fell into the like Meaſures 
with thoſe that his Predec-ſſor had been de- 
poſed for: For Baker telis us in his Chronicle, 
* That in the 6th Year of bis Reign, he (all- 
e ed a Parliament at Coventry, and ſent Pro- 
* ceſs to the Sheriff to chooſe none that had any 
* Knowledge of the Laws: And Walſmghan 
ſays, That the King commanded to add a 
* Clauſe in the Vrit of Summons to Parlia- 
ment, That no Lawyer ſhould be returned. But 
as to the particular of the Writ he is miſt a- 
ken, for there is no fuch Clauſe in it; how- 
ever, it is (in what would produce the ſame 
Effect,) in the King's Letters Patents or Pro- 
clamation for calling the Parliament, Fox this 
would encourage the Sheriffs to make Re- 
turns as illegal as the King's Directions; and 
was an Aſſurance, that they ſnould be ſup- 
ported and juſtified by him in to doing; 
and if any unfair, fraudulent, or violent 
Practices were uſed in the enſuing Election 
or Returns, they were bur the natural Con- 
ſequences of that Proclamation, and ought 
ro be aſcribed to gt. I do not indeed find 
any Complaint thereof in that Parliament , 
but perhaps it was not to be expected, that 
thoſe who fate there by Vertue of ſuch ille- 
gal Returns, or unfair Practices, ſhould 
either complain of them, or cenſure the 
Step which occaſioned them. In the next 


Parliament, however, in the 7th Year of his 


Reign; the Commons made a grievous Com- 
plaint, for being Interrupted in their free 
Eections, by Means and Encouragement of 
this Precept of the King's; and this Com- 
laint produced the Act 9. Hen. IV. c. 15. 
for ſecuring the Freedom of Eledtions, notwith- 
ſtanding any Prayer or Command to the contrary, 
i. e. as Lord Coke interprets it, They were 
to be made without any Commandmerfr 
of the King by Writ or «therwiſe, or of any 
* other. Herein expreſly prohibiting the 


Crown's giving any Directions in a Procla- 


mation, or any other Manner, either as to the 
chooſing or rejecting of Perſons, who ſhall 
appear as Candidates at an Election. | 
here is doubtleſs an End of the Freedom 
of Elections, when a Prince interpoſes in 
them: The common People, who, living 
out af the Sight of Greatneſs, live alſo, 
without the Defire of it; and have no Ends 
to ſerve but their common Good, would. if 
left to themſelves, hardly ever err in their 
Choice; but, tho' a Man judges without 
Faſion, it will be of little uſe, except he 
ads without Fear; and therefore, that Act. 
was made to prevent all Occaſions of it, from 
every Quarter, as well as from the Crown. 
The King indeed has the greateſt Power, 
and is chiefly guarded againſt, by it; for his 


Influence muſt be very extenſive, and if he 


ſhould at any Time think fit to repeat the 
Direction complained of in this 4d; every 
Body that would make his Court to him, 
would find himſelf under a Neceſſity, ei- 
ther of obſerving it, or of quitting all Pre- 
N | | ' renſtons 


renſions to his Favour; and in this Caſe, 
*tis -a Jeſt to pretend, that an Election is 
free, where the Crown thus interpoſes. Nay, 


let this Direction be given, not in the Way 
of F recept, but of Recommendation : Let 19 
be couch d in the ſofteſt Terms, and gloſs d 


over never ſo ſinoothly, tis an Infringement 
ol the People's Rights, and a Breach of this 
Act, which requires, That Elections be free- 
ly made, without any Prayer in relation to 
them, and it will have the ſame Effect as a 
Precept; for the Requeft of a Sxperior is vir- 


tually a Command, and ofien has a greater Ef · 


fea, whilſt the Manner of delivering it, re- 
commends it more perſualively to the Per- 
ſon who receives it. 5 4 
A King, whois enttuſted with the higheſt 
Power in a State, lies under the higheſt Ob- 
ligations to uſe it well; and is infinitely 
concerned in point of Intereſt, to raiſe in 
his People an Opinion that he does fo : And 
as nothing ill deſtroy this more effectually, 
than the Invaſion of a Right they are fo 
juſtly fond of; choſe Miniſters who for ſe- 
curing to themſelves, the Foſſeſlion of 2 
Power they do not deferyg, thall adviſe him 
to Directions of this kind, do but ill con- 
ſult his Service : when they are ſure. to give 
the People a ſealouſie of his Deſigns, for ex- 
traordinary Steps are ſeldom taken to no 
Purpoſe, and illagal Meaſures can only tend 
to illegal Ends. NE i | 
The Law, which forbids a Prince ſo g 

neral a way of ſolliciting the Votes of Ele- 
Cors, condemns alſoall particular Solici ta- 
tions, whether in the way of Threat or Per- 
ſuaſion. I might here enlarge upon the 
great Influence the Crown has over thoſe Per- 
ſons, who either enjoy, or are deſirous of 
thoſe many profitable Offices, it has in its 
Diſpoſal, and that when the Hopes of en- 
Joying, or the Continuance of Poſſeſſion of 
theſe Places, depend entirely upon giving a 
Voice at an Election, according to the Ke- 
commendation of the Crown, ſuch Elections 
- eught not, nay, cannot be called Free. I 
might alſo inliſt, that the Money raiſed for 
the Exigences of the State, is lodg'd in the 
hands of Officers appointed by the Crown, 
who have it in their Power to divertit from 
thoſe publick Uſes, for which it was given, 
and employ it for corrupting of Votes, and 
ſecuring Elections. Such an abuſe of the 
publick Money ! as notwithſtanding the il] 
Conſequences attending it, Experience has 
. ſhewn us, tis poilible for om Perſons to be 
gnilty of; but theſe are Points of too im- 
portant a Nature to be touched in a tranſi 
ent manner, and are therefore reſerv d for 
diſtin& Papers; but in this, I ſhall particu- 
larly confine my ſelf to the Opportunity 


the Prince has to break in upon this Right of 


the Subject, by the N ee of Sheriffs, 
and the keeping up of a Standing Army, 
By the appointment of Sheriffs, the King 
has the Returnzof Members in a great Mea- 
ſure in bis own Hand; for they being the 
Creatures of his Will, may be eaſily ſup- 


poſed, to be 
Direction: The Fruit placed in- Officers of 


this kind, is of the higheſt Nature; and 


therefore the Law has required it to be 
veſted in Perſons of Subſtance,- whoſe E- 
ſtates are a- Security to the Nation, for their 


ood diſcharge of ir, in what concerns the 


Publick; and to private Perſons, for the 


Debts owing to them, by Priſoners commit- 
ted to the SHerißf's Cuſtody; but it is in the 


Power of a Government, or Miniſtry, to put 
Perfons of ſuch looſe Principles, and incon- 


ſiderable Fortunes in this Poſt; as may be 


ready toundertake any Drudgery, and make 
any Returns, that they ſhall put them upon, 


very much influenced by his | 


The preſent Archbiſhop of Dublin, has ob- 


ſerved when this has been actually done; and 
ſays, It is Demonſtrable to be done with de- 
ſign of making a Prince Abſolute, for 
Men of broken and defperate Fortunes, 


having nothing elſe to depend upon, bug © 
„the Prince's Pleaſure, muſt be abſolute 


Slaves to it, and yield blind Obedience to 
„ all that is given them in Commiſion”. A 


Prince who has no ſuch Defigns in view; 
will never enrruft Perſons of ſuch Circum- 


{tancey with a Power of this Nature; but 


if any ſhould hereafter entertain them, and 
take this Step to put them in Execution, a 


farewell to the Freedom of our Elections, to 


our Liberties an eternal farewol. 

Country, every Friend of its Liberties, to 
oppelſe every Step, of whatever kind it be, 
that tends to deſtroy this Freedom, and op- 
poſe it to the utmoſt of his Power. A lazy 
or timgrous Aſerter of Priviledges, like 
Ours, is unworthy, as well of the Liber- 
ties, as the Name of an Engh/bman. They 
would never have been maintain'd ſo long, 
but by different Spirits, by a Spirit, that 


ſtuck at no Difficulties to be met with in tbe 


Support of them; and when all other Me- 
thods of Redreſs failed, hazarded Life it 
ſelf to preſerve or retrieve them. To be 
deterr'd'in ſuch a JunQure as this, from ap- 


pearing in one's Country's Cauſe ; out of an 


Apprehenſion, that a Sheriff will be fo cor- 
rupt, as not todo Juſtice to the Candidates, 


and make a due Return; argues very little 
of that Spirit, which animated our Ance- 


ſtors, and enabled them to tranſmit theſe 


Privileges down to us. Preſumption of Inju- 


{tice onght to lie againſt no Man, till he be 


gay it; ſuch an Apprehenſion there. 
ht not to be encouraged, becauſe 


ore, ou 
tis not founded upon proper Reaſons ; but 
were the Grounds of it never ſo Juſt, were 
the Event and Injuſtice never ſo certain, a 
Man of Spirit would nor deſiſt on ſuch an 
Account. Tis of ſome uſe to force a Man 


to a ſcandalous or odious Step; it expoſes 


a corrupt Man, ho might have done Miſ- 


It behoves therefore every Lover of his 


chief, by being longer a concealed Villain. 


It raiſes the Reſentment of all who are con» 


cerned in it ; pou them upon proper Mea - 
ſures to puniſh it, as well as, prevent the 
like fot the futute; and 1s often the Occaſi 

g ; | at: va 


as ) 


on of an effectual Stop to the Repetition 
of it; and if a Man ſhould not attain the 
immediate End he aims at, he may have ſome 
Satisfaction, in doing thus much Service to 
his Country. 

Now the Power of diſpoſing Offices, keep- 
ing the Treaſure of the Kingdom, and ap- 


inting Sheriffs, are very great Truſts re - 
Poſed in a Prince; but as not expreſs ſo 


great Confidence 11 him, as the entruſting 
him with a Standing Army: This puts the 
Liberties and Lives of the whole Nation 
into his Power, and is therefore only fit to 


be truſted with the beſt of Princes; but 


ſhould the Power of it be uſed no other way; 
yet the bare quartering Soldiers, when con- 
tinued for any conſiderable time, is, in ma- 
ny Places, ſo harraſhing and expenſive to 
the People, that they would ſacrifice their 
Votes, and ſubmit to any thing required of 
them, only to get rid of that Evil; and it 
is a Temptation to thoſe who have the ot- 
dering theſe Quarters, to manage ſo, as may 
beſt anſwer their own private Views, tho 
the Freedom of Elections is manifeſty inva- 
ded thereby. | | 
Now though, I muſt confeſs, this Hard- 
ſhip preſſes cloſe upon the People; yet for a 
Man to give his Vote, to a Perſon he diſ- 
likes, for no other Motive, but to avoid 
me Inconvenience in the quartering of Sol - 
diers; much more for a Corporation to chooſe 
ſuch a Repreſentative for this very Motive, 
is 2 wtetchedneſs, that none but miſerable 
and ſlaviſh Natures can fink into. If the 
little Creatures, ſurrendred only their own 
- Freedoms-into the hands of the Man of Var; 
whoſe forbearing to oppreſs them longer, 
can engage them to make him ſich a Re- 
turn, and place ſuch a Confidence in him; 
one would wiſh them to be Dragoor'd into 
more Obligations of this kind ; but alas! 
they truft the Priviledges of all their Coun- 
trymen into the ſame Hands; and if the 
Aggreſſors in the Violation of the Freedom 
of Elections, may be call'd the Invaders of 
that invaluable Right; ſuch tame Submit- 
ters to the Violation, may be call'd the Be- 


trayers of it, and deſerve the Contempt of 


their Countrymen, for ſuch a Conduct, as 


much as the others do their Vengeance. 
Then for a Man to know of any other 


Hou tion; whether in the abuſe of pub- 
lick 


oney or Power, or in any other way 
prejudicial to this freedom of Election, and 
not oppoſe 1t if he can, or at leaſt expoſe 
It, is 2a ſhameful negle& of the Duty he 
owes his Country. In Caſes, where the Pub- 
lick is concerned, no Man ſhould be idle 
or ſilent; in old Rome, it would have been 
an Honour to be a Prnſecuror in the cafe 
of ſuch a Corruption; and Plutarch makes 
it to be one of the nobleſt Parts in the Cha- 
racter of Cato, that he bound bimſelf in an 
Oath, that be would be the Accuſer of whom 
ſoever be ſhould know to have given Money for 
the purchaſing Suffrages for Elections. And 
there was a Law which appointed Rewards 
and Honours for thoſe which ſhould im- 
peach them. This might prevent the Secre- 
cy of Crimes of this kind; and to make 
uch Corruption publick to the World, is to 
raiſe a general Reſentment againſt it, which 
thoſe who are not atterly abandon'd to it, 
may be reclaim'd by; and which, when o- 
ther Methods have been try'd in vain to re- 
dreſs this Grievance, may put People on 
doing themſelves Juſtice by the laſt Efforts 
that are to be made uſe of by a brave Nati- 
on, to retrieve their expiring Liberties; for 
this is undeniably that Privilege, which ſe- 
cures to Us the Enjoyment of all that we 
claim beſides; the preſent Archbiſhop of 
Dublin's Sentiments are very juſt on this 
Head, Fhoever (ſays he) knows the Conſti- 
* tution of England, muſt obſerve, that the 
Subjects have no other Security. for their 
© Liberty, Property and Lives; except the 
© Intereſt they have in chooſing their own 


*© Repreſentatives in Parliament. This is 


the only Barrier they have againſt the Eu- 
* croachment of their Governors; take it a- 
way, and they are as abſolute Slaves to the 
* Aig's Will, and as miſerable, as the Pra- 
* fants in the moſt abſolute Government in Eu- 
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x HE preaching | Tintin of the 
g the preſent Parliament, calling upon 
me to deſcend from general Subjects to par- 
ticular Ones; I know not where to begin 
my Addrefles better, than to our. Glorious, 
and Flouriſhing City of LONDON: 
Ihe Great Capital of our Land of Liberty; 
whoſe Example always had, and will now, 
T hope, have great Effect in influencing all 
other Parts of che Kingdom, at this impor- 
tant Seaſon. Hr | | 
From a View of our Story we ſhall per- 


150 | 


ceive, that this City always had a prodigious 

Influence upon the Affairs of the Nation. It 
has ever 
and been the principal Spring in all Motions; 
the Reaſon of it is very obvious; the Coun- 
try very juſtly looks upon the Londoners, to 


iven the Turn in all Alterations, 


have the greateſt Intereſt in the publick Safe- 
ty ; to know beſt, wherein it conſiſts; and 


to have the faireſt Opportunities of diſco-. 


vering, what Attacks ara made againſt it. 


. When any Invaſion upon the Publick is at- 


tempted, the firſt Beacon is lighted up 710 


to give Warning to all Parts of the Land, of 
the approaching Danger. From hence, then, 
it has been obſerv'd, That no King ever proſ- 
pered, that bore hard 50 the City; and 
when that was oppreſs'd, Deſigns were then 
hatching to invade the National Liberties, 
ſubvert che Conſtitution, and introduce Ar- 
bitrary Power. William the Conqueror, has 
been talſly called ſo, ſince the City oppos'd 
him not in his Aſcent to the Throne; and 
the Hebels in 41, had never ſucceeded in their 
Villany, had not the City been Corrupt. 

Hut the many Advantages this City enjoys, 
cannot but make us think, that they will 
be very active in the Preſervation of them; 
and conſequently we cannot judge by a bet - 
ter Rule, than what they propoſe to us. Its 
Dignity, its Wealth, its Compaſs of Trade, 
its mahy and valuable Priviledges, are all 
of them Conſiderations to themſelves, to 
be highly, caurious in this important Affair, 
and to us, to imitate their Example. They 
have a Right of being govern d by their 
own Laws, and thoſe Laws executed by 
_ Magiſtrates of their own Choice. They are 
the Source of the Wealth and Affluence of 
à whole Kingdom, the richeft Spot of Earth 
in the World for the Bigneſs of it. They 


are not the contemptible Creatures, Citizens 


in other Nations are. Some among them, 
(and thoſe not a few) live in a Port and 
Manger ; moſt Foreign Noblemen, and ſome 
that are ſtiled Princes, cannot. pretend to 
come up to. I cannot here forbear mention 
ing a Story | have often heard, of the Duke 
D Aumont; one ot the fineſt Gentlemen, even 
France could boaſt of. He was burnt out of his 
Houſe, wben Embaſſadox here, and fled for 
Refuge to his Neighbour Mr. Caverly, a 
Dancing Maſter. To entertain his Illuſtri- 
ous Gueſt, he appointed a Ball, whereto; none 
but City Ladies were invited. The Girls, 
to be ſure, put on their finelt Cloaths; but 
the Idea, 15 lorious an Appearance gave 
that Polite Hale, laſted ſo forcibly upon 
his Mind, during his Reſidence here; that 
he never faw a Lady, in a remarkable Rick 
Dreſs, but he called her, by way of Excel- 
| lence, Fille de Marchand. And yet, every 
Body knows that Duke was a Courtier. 
*Tis a Sign we are a Free People; when 
ve are not bound, up by thoſe ſilly Prejudi- 
ces of Blood and Family, that Tyranize in 
Deſpotick Governments. Several Noble Fa- 
milies amongſt us, derive their Original 
from the City; and ſeveral of our Citizens are 
of Noble Defcent. The poor German Count, 
would chooſe to Starve honourably, rather 
than Marry a Woman of the beſt Qualities 
and N Fortune, if her Deſcent was 
not Noble; and the little French Marquis 
would reſiſt the importunate Cries of Love 


and Hunger, rather than ſatisfy them at the 


Expence of taking the Daughter of 4 Mer- 
chant, on what he calls difboxourable Terms. 
But let us leave the Foreign Nobility fo their 
Pride and Poverty; we deſire none of them 
amongſt us. But as for our own, let not a 


whole 2 beſide, endeavour to 


* 


3 


Lord ſwagger becauſe of his Title; for the 
lofty Peer has been often ſeen to go an hum- 
ble Suitor into the City, and more than Once, 
the Daughter of a Trader has lighted the 
Addrefles of a Da ke. . 

But a farther Motive to induce us to fol- 
low their Example; is, the Conſideration of 
the Impoſſibility ot their being Corrupted, or 
their Judgments influenc'd by the Power of 
Money; this would be as unnatural to think, 
as that Streams thould flow back to their 
Fountain Head. Tis hence, the profligate 
Courtier muſt borro Money to carry on 
his Evil Deſigns; he is ſo far from bringing 
any thing into it to benefii himſelf thereby, 
that he is obliged to take out of it, even to 
the Loſs of his Eſtate, and the Hazard of 
perpetual Poverty. Tis prepoſterous then 
to imagine, the City can be Bribed and as 
that is the fatal Engine, that is chiefly ap- 


plied to bring about the Ruin of our Conſti- 
tution, we ſhall in a great Meaſure evade 


the Blow by ſuch a prudent Imitation. 
I might now in Return, from the very 
een of their Influence upon the 
1 
ſwade the Londoners, to be more particular- 
I careful in the enſuing Election. That 
they ſhould ſetiouſly conſider z That ſhonld 
any Infatuarion prevail amongſt them, fo as 
to elect bad Members; they would not be 
anſwerable to their Country, tor electing 
only four. Traytors, but for almoſt all the 
unhappy Elections, ſince the reſt of the 
Kingdom is fo ſtrongly influenc'd by their 
Example. Would it not be an eternal Re- 
proach for the City, to ſend Corrupt Men 
to Parliament, 'ar a Time, when it abounds 


with Citizens, every way, qualified for ghis 
Important Truſt? But when I conſider the 


prudent. Choire- they have made of Magi- 


ffrates for ſome Time paſt, all ſuch Appre- 
henſions die away in me. I can ſcarce form 
in my Imagination, a Man fo hardened in 


Impudence, as to dare, to propoſe him- 
ſelf to this honourable and wife Body, if he 
be conſcious to himſelf of the leaſt Guilt. 
Tho' I have no Reaſon to fear this, yet 1 


hope my Anxieties will be pardon'd, as the 


Anxieties of a Man, jealous for the Good 
of his Country. FI . ? 
The City of Veſtminſter, as next in Im; 
portance to London, deſerves next to be con- 
ſidered; but as this City has already decla - 
red its Inclinations, to depute one of the 
moſt penetrating, underſtanding, and diſin- 
terefted Patriots inthe Nation, to ſerve them 
in Parliament; nothing remains, but to ap- 
plaud them for ſo prudent a Deſign; and to 
recommend to them the Care of joyning to 
him, à Perſon worthy of him, and then 1 
dare ſay, no Place will be better Repreſented. 
The Borough of Southwark is conſiderable 
for its Wealth; and if a due Regard to their 
own, and the National Intereſts, ſhanld not 
direct them ta a right Choice; yet, methinks 
they ſhould be deterred from ſacrificing their 
Country, by conſidering, what an indelible 


( 14 
Reproach it would be to them to neglect the 
Fo Example of two great Neighbouring 
ities. 2 ; 

I am obliged, to break off a little abruptly 
from this pleaſing Subject, to make Room 
for the following Letter, which I have juſt 
now Received. The Deſign of it is apparent- 
ly Good, and I publiſh it, to ſhew the World, 


that I ſhall at all Times prefer what comes 


tome from an Underſtanding Correſpondent, 
to my own Productions. | | 


Mr. Freebolder, | 

Have read all your Papers, and approve 
I the Conduct and Deſign of them; I 
could wiſh that your laſt Journal were in the 
Hands of every Freebolder in England. In it 
you touch on the Inconveniences of aStanding 
Army, à Topick very uſeful to the Nation, 
but more particularly ſo, to that gay City, 
whereof 1 am a Member. 
the Aſſiſtance, which a Man, who lays him- 
ſelf out for the Service of his Country, de- 
ſerves, in the Proſecution of ſo generous a 
Deſign; and, to vindicate you from the Im- 
putations of Diſaffection, which Corrupt 
Men, throw with great Liberality, gn all 
who are unlike themſelves ; I ſend you the 
following Preface, of Mr. Samnel Jobnſon, 
an Author, whom you have already cited; 
who by his Education of the unfortunate 
Lord "Ruſſel, and by his Zeal and Activity 
at the Revolution, 1s an uneXceptionable E- 
vidence for you; he ſays, © A ſtanding Arm 
as always a Name of Dread and Horrorto 
© an Engliſþ Ear, and ſignified the worſt fort 
< of Invaſion, being inteſtine, and gJready 
« got within us. But I will detain you no 
longer from the Preface, but while I aſſure 
you, that by the Publication of it, you will 
oblige ſeveral Perſons of DiſtinQion, 
Friends, but none more than, SIR, 


your 


Dur Humble Servant, 
: | dl ves Bathomienfis. 
Tu conſolationis fortaſſe aliquid expeRBaſtt: 
1b il invenio, nibil ſieri potefi miſerius, ui hil 
per ditius, mibil fadins. Cic. Epiſt. ad Att. 
HE whole 1 about a Stant 
ing Army, which is a Diſpute betwi- 


To give you 


) 

Legions and Laws, has been cautiouſly ma- 
naged on both ſides, tor no one Author has 
fer his, Name to his Book: The Author 1 
Write againſt has ſuppreſs' d his, for which 
Reaſon I have forborn mine; meerly to be 
contormable. I am very certain, ſo as to 
be able to make it out to any Man, that 
what I have here Written, is the bett and 
trueſt Service I was capable of rendring to 
the King; which I am bound to do; and to 
my Country eſpecially; for whole Sake it is, 
that we have a King at all, and for whoſe 
Good and Benefit that Office was inſtituted, 
For an Englih King is made and ordained 
8 tor the Defence of the Law of his Subjects, 
. and of their Bodies and Goods; whereun- 
. to he receives a Power, deriv'd from his 
© People, io that he cannot govern his People 
by any other Power,” Ad tutelam legis Subdi- 
trum Kex erectus eff, &c. as Forteſcue ſays.p.32. 
On the other Hand, they who are for a 
Standing Army, endeavour to alter the Go- 
vernment all at once; and make it abſolute 
and Arbitrary, whether the King will or no, 
and tho' he have go Mind to it. For if 
he have a ſtanding Army, he can enſlave 
the Nation if he will, and then they are 
Slaves already. Fer to depend upon Will 
and Pleaſure, is the loweſt 53 of Slave- 
ry; and that he will not uſe them like Slaves 
when he can every Moment, is more than a 
Nation can poſſibly know, or even he him- 
lelf. - The greateſt Slaves we know, ate but 
Dragoonable, they are not always actually 
Dragoon d; that is Time enough when it 
n 
A ere fore, t that go about to 
Arm the King, b ConlFrgBion and 
to make him the Rickety Head of a Weak 

and Languiſhing Body, are common Ene- 


mies both to him and the Realm. For tho - 


the Genius of a Hero, and Perſonal Endow- 
ments make a Great Man; yet, it is a great 
and conſiderable People alone, which makes 
a Great King and a Greatneſs built upon 
their Ruins, is a falſe and ruineus Greatneſs, 
and ſuch Power is always Weakneſs. 
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would willingly have declined the 
FPraiſes given me, in the following Let- 
ter; but that 1 know tis neceſſary, 
1 that my Country muſt have a good 
Opinion of me, before I can be thought ca- 
pable of dein Service. I wiſh this Con. 

deration could have its due Weight in all 
the Elections in Eng land. = LH 


To be FREEHOLDER, 
"COTE. 4, „ March 2, 1721-2. 

I Aving employed your Pen ſo uſefully 
zz che Matters relating to Elections, 
| take the Liberty to ſend you the following 
Thoughts and Hints on that Subject; and 


* 
— 
* 


ſhould be very glad if your abler Pen wou d 
digeſt the ſame into ſuch a Form, as may 
make it more uſeful to the Publick. I per- 
fectly agree with you in your Notion, for 
our common Safety, and I think the Time 
is now come, when BRITONS muſt ſpeak 
out, or we for ever after may hold our Peace. 

I beg you'll believe me in the Number of 
your Admiters, and that I am, with a uſt 


, * 


Eſteem, 


F 
du Faithful, and moft 
Humble Servant, 


* * 
. - © > aa * % 
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Philo Britannicus. 
5 1 


II is certain, that for whatever Place 


any Perſon is choſen, he is thereby one 


of the ena the whole Nation; 
and in Virtue of the Choice made of him, 
derives his Authority from the Conſtitution, 
and is in Honour and Conſcience obliged to 
act and vote for the Good of his Country, 
according to the beſt of his own Judgment, 
how different ſoever that may be, from the 
Sentiments of thoſe who choſe him. 
It is therefore of the laſt Importance to the 
Electors of Great Britain, who have any Re- 
— for the Happineſs and Welfare of them- 
ſelves, and Fellow - Subjects; to be thorough- 


whom they ſhall think fit to repoſe the high- 


eſt Truſt : For if 4 Majory of improper Fer- 


ſons ſhould happen to be returned for the 


enſuing Parliament, the Britiſh Liberties 


will be in the utmoſt Peril ; and the little 


Advantages which ſome Electors may gain 


- by giving their Votes, will be a poor and 


orry Recompence for that inexpreſſible 


Ruin, towards which they contribute. Tho 
Bible is in all their Hands, and they would 
do well to read and conſider the Story of 
that arch Traytor Judas, who in deep Re- 
morſe and Deſpair, returned the Price of his 


Treachery, and became afterwards his own I 


Executor. % | | 
Many and frequent have been the At- 


cellent Conftitution; which God, in great 
Mercy to us, hath been pleaſed hitherto to 


reſerve; and we are encouraged from the 


Story of Sodom to hope, that if there are but 


a few Righteous left, his gracious Provi- . 
dence will till watch over us for Good. 
But if Religion be made a Jeſt, and moral 
| Honeſty expos d to Ridicule; if Bribery and 
Corruption appear openly at Noon Day, and fe 

Al ſuze! 


meet with univerſal Applauſe and Encou- 
ragement, even from thoſe who are moſt 
obliged to ſuppreſs the ſame ; if thoſe, and 
many other e ſhould happen to pre- 
vail, as univer | 

edneſs did in the aforeſaid infamous City; 


I fay, whenever this ſhall happen to be our 
Caſe, we may conclude, That the Day of our 
| Deſolation is not jar diſtant, and that ſome. 

'engeance will Toon over- | 


exemplary divine 
take 11 BY 


Amongſt the many Attempts upon our 
happy Conſtitution, ſurely nothing ever 1 
came up to what we at preſent ſee: Such 
general and ftrong Endeavours ' through- ' ſe 
out the whole Kingdom, to corrupt by all 
eat Bri- 
- tam: Surely this is lay ing the Ax to the 
very Root of the Tree, and hewing down the 


kinds of Bribery, the Electors of 


Britiſb Liberties by one bold Stroke For if 


a Majority ſhould obtain their Seats, by 8 
| per to be recommended: And they have al- 


- Methods of this kind, what Ruin, what 
Miſchief may not the Nation dread from 
ſuch a Senate, who will be no more theirs, 


than they will be the Repreſentatives of Fo- 


land or Muſcouß? 3 
ls it not highly reaſonable to believe, that 
. thoſe who at à great Expence purchaſe the 


(IF 


| : they deſire and w 
tempts of wicked Men, to deſtroy our ex- ' bable. 


ally as ano ger kind of Wick- _ 


. 


own, in the Houſe of Commons, and to te- 
imburſe themſelves in che beſt Manner they 
can; and will ſtick at nothing for a proper 
Price, which can be propoſed to then; whe- 
ther to make the enſuing Farliament perper 
tual, or even to aboliſh Parliaments for the 
future: There is nothing fo bad, which may 
not juſtly be apprehended from ſuch an 41 


ſembly, as L have ſuppoſed ; nor can the Na- 


tion, in ſuch a Caſe, have any other Secu- 


rity for their Liberties, but the Gooduel 
of the KING, andthe Virtue of his Minifter; 
LDJec I I have heard it ſaid, that 
ly informed of the Characters of thoſe, in 


that thoſe who enter? 
will at 


Conttigurion. Ern 
tore Conure all my Fellow 
leftors, ſeriouſly to weigh this 


*4 


1 


may interrogate their Candidates; but none 
1 


oa Right to know from the Cand, lates 
themſelves, their Opinic P of ſuch Pub. 


Votes of their Elèctors, intend to ſell their 5 


hs 
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f think of greater Importance, than their 
Opinion, in relation to the AQ for Septen- 
mal Parliaments, Iknow ſome Gentlemen 
who came into that Law, do heartily Repent 
thereot ; and think, (as I in my Couſcience 
do) That it has been attended with very ill 
Conſequences; and I am firmly reſolved not 
to give my Vote in thoſe Places, where I 
have a Right to · do it, to any Candidate who 
ſhall not previouſly declare his Agreement 
with me in Opinion, in this Matter; and 

ive his ſincere Promiſe, to uſe his utmoſt 


ndeavours for re-eſtabliſhing Trienmal Par- 


liaments; which we obtained by an Act in 
the ſixth Year of the Reign of our Glorious 
Deliverer King William the Third, and by 
which, the Conſtitution of Parliaments was 
brought much nearer to what it originally 


was; and I am firmly perſwaded; that thoſe 


who are unwilling to come into ſach a Pio- 
miſe, will be very eaſily perſwaded, to add 


further Continuance of the enſuing. Parlia- 
ment. 3 | | 


[ am likewiſe reſolved to give m Vote 


for no Candidate, who 1s not in the Senti- 
ments of making the ſtricteſt Enquiry, into 
the Application of the Publick Money ; and 

rticularly the Two Hundred and Fifty Thou- 
Fond Pound, granted ſome Years ſince, for 


ending the War in the North: The Cauſes of | 
ther“ Re 


the Deficiency of about Eight Hundred Thou- 
ind Pounds of the Civil Lift, already fup- 
_ ply'dby Parliament, and ſuch further De- 
ficiencies as may hereafter happen to be laid 
"bore them: The Reaſons why the Debt of 
the Army, which was at firſt eſtimated at 


ed to above two Millions, whereof twelve 
Hundred Thoufand' Pownds has been certified 
for Foreigners, and who ſhall like iſe ſtrictly 
enquire: into the Advantages which have ac- 
crued to Great Britain by the Baltick and 
Mediterranean 8 | 
pences of the Fleet have been exceeded more 
than Three Millions Sterling, over and above 
what had been neceſfary in a'Time of Peace, 


the Electors, who were for and Againſt the 


fatal 


Frying Crimes out of the Counties, where 
- the ſame were committed: Who were For 
and Againſt the Peerage Bill. The Sufpen- 


fion of the Habzas Corpus Act, the Subſidy 
ranted for the Uſe of the preſent King of 


en, and allowing ſo great a Standing Ar- 
my in Time of Peace? who were For and 
Againſt eſtabliſhing Military Law in a 
Time of Peace, when that Matter was 
fully debated ſome Years paſt, in a very nu- 
merous, if not the fulleſt. Houſe of Com- 
mons which hath been, during the preſent 


uadrons 5 whereby the Ex- 


outh Sea Scheme, and the two biſuran- 
ces I the ſeveral Steps which the ſame took 
in the Houſe of Commons: Who were for 
"and Againſt ſome Laws which have paſled, 
And others which have been attempted, for 


Parliament: Who were of che 115, who 


Voted tor bringing in a Bill for Repealing 


Part of the laſt Years Quarentins 43, and the 
75, who oppoſed the ſame: Who were of 
the 61, who were for Keporting the Bill re- 
lating to the Freedom of Eleftions, and the 
30 who were againſt the making of that Re- 
port: Who were of the 142, who aſſerted 
the Right of che Commons of Great Britain, 
to examine in the moſt ſolema Manner ; 
and the 144 who oppoſed the ſame ; Who 


were of the 128, who in Conſequence of . 
that Reſolution, acquitted Baron Page, and 


the 124 who were of Opinion, that the 


Charge againſt him was made Good? 


Theſe and many other Particulars, the E- 


leQtors may examine their Candidates about; 


and Th, as their Conduct has been 
agreeable or diſagreeable in thoſe or any 


other Matters, no doubt they will determine 
themſelves in their future Choice. 
Eight, or any other Number of Years tothe 


Other Gentlemen, I hope, will give ſuch 
further Hints, as they think may be of Uſe 


to the Electors of Great Britain, The laſt 


Thing 1 thall recommend to their Conſide- 


ration, is, Whether Gentlemen of large Pro- 
perties, are not the fitteſt Guardians for their 
own, and the Liberties of their Country; 
and leſs likely to be byaſs'd than thoſe, 


whoſe. chief Support depends on * 
and N admitting, that in all 


conſiderable Employments, or of being diſ- 
appointed of thoſe, which Gentlemen may 
have in View ; is a ſtrong Inducement to 


| to think well of what may be propoſed to 
> pa Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds has ſwel- 


or expected from them, by thoſe on whom 
their Dependance is: And we have had 
ſome Examples in this preſent Parliament, 


of ſeveral worthy Gentlemen, who have 


been diſplaced, Without ny other Fault, 
which the Publick knows of, but thet of their 


Voting in the Houſe of Commons diſagree- 


ably to ſome G eat Men in Power; and this 


in the Nature ot the Thing, muſt intimi- 
a date others from acting 8 
computing according to the Eſtabliſhment | 


for the preſent Tear. 5 
Rs 2 alſo well deſerve the Enquiry of 


5 that Freedom, 
which otherwiſe might have been expected 


from them; ſurely therefore thoſe who are 


under no ſuch Byaſs or Reſtraints, muſt be 

allowed more proper to be relied on, to Re- 

preſent the People of this Nation. 
The Senſe of Furliament ſeems to be de- 


clared in this Matter; by thoſe Laws which 


exclude the Officers of the Cuſtoms and Ex- 
ciſe, Poſt . Office, and of all the new Duties 
from Repreſenting the Commons of Great 
Britain, And the Opinion of the Houſe of 
Commons, is more ſtrongly expreſſed, by the 
ſeveral Bills which they have paſſed ; to re- 


ftrain to a certain Number, thoſe who have 
Places, only during Pleaſure ; and the Bill 

for that Purpoſe which was ſent to the Houſe 
of Peers in the Jaſt Parliament of the late 
Queen, miſcarried only by one Vote. And 


certainly noDemonſtration in Euckd is more 


clear and evident, than this great and impor- 


tant Truth; That whenever the Mafority 
| | 8 


9- 
pects, they had equal Merit. For 
it mult be allowed, That the Fear of loſing 


ww ct co jo © cm fl Nl, 66 ocrw 3 


, 


. 


* 


© of the Houſe of Commons ſhall be compos'd 


of the Dependants on the Crown or Mi- 


*.nftry, that the Liberties of Great Britain 
n 830 only DURANTE BENE FLA. 


| Philo Britanicus, 


| >—— Sedere Patres cenſere parati, bes. 
Si Regnum, {i Templa fbi, jugulumq;Senatus, 


Extliumg, petat. 


„ FREEHOLDER. | 
HE Prtefs of thoſe Noble Lords, 


— 


* 


81 
i who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


this Seſſions, by their indefatigable Induſtry 
and undaunted Zeat for the Liberties of their 
Country, have been received with adeſerv'd 


Applauſe; but the Majority of the Houſe 


having been offended with ſome of thoſe 


Proteſts, to that Degree, as to raze them out 
of the Journals; I was led to conſider this 


reat Privilege of Proteſting, and to try if 
could find any Precedents, Ancient enough, 


and of Weight enough, to warrant Zxpung- 


ing ſtrong, but inoffenſive Reaſons; neceſ- 
ſary, as the Froteſfing Lords apprebend, for 
their own Juſtification, if artyePrejudice 


ſhould happen to the Conſtitution, or to any. 


of their Fellow Subjects, from that Vote 
which they Proteſt againſt. The Cuſtom of 


Froteſting with Reaſons, has, in the Opini- 


on of ſome Perſons, been very Old; but it 
certainly has been much older than this 


Method of Expungitg them; which began 


only in the Year 1690, and has been exer- 


ciſed very ſparingly ever ſince, there being 


bur few Inftances of it to be found upon the 


Journals: and in that memorable Seſſions, 
which began in April, 1675, upon the De- 


bate of the Bill, Entitled, An Adt to prevent 


the Dangers which may ariſe, from Perſons . 


di ſaffected to the Government: There were ſe- 


„„ 


bate ran for ſome Hours, either wholly to 


raze the Proteſtation out of the Books, or at 
leaſt ſome Part of it; but both theſe W ays 
were ſo diſagreeable, to the Honour and 
Privilege of the Houſe; and the latter to 
common Senſe and Right Keaſan, that they 
deſpair d of carrying jt, and contented the- 
ſelves with Voting : That the Reaſons given 
in the ſaid Proteſtation, did reflect upon the 
Honour of the Houſe, and were of 72 
rous Conſequence. The next Day, the fol- 
lowing, Proteſtations was entered and ſign- 


ed by one and Twenty Lords. 


© WHEREAS it is the undoubted Privi- 
© lege of each Peer in Parliament; when a 
© Queſtion is paſt contrary to his Vote and 
judgment, to enter his Proteſtation againſt 


it; and that in pur ſuance thereof, the Bill, 7 


* Entitled, An At to prevent the Dangers which 
« may arriſe fromPerſons diſaffected to the Go-. 
< vernment, being conceived by ſome Lords 


to be of ſo dangerous a Nature, as that it 


© was not fit to receive the Countenance of a 
< Committment ; theſe Lords did Proteſt a- 
gainſt the Committment of the ſaid Bill; 


and the Houſe having taken Except ions at 


ſome Expreſſions in their Proteſtation; thoſe 


Lords that werè preſent at the Debate, did 


all of them ſeverally and valuntarily de- 
clare; That they had no Intention to reflect 
upon any Member, much lefs upon the 
whole Houſe; which, as is humbly con- 


ceived, was more, than in ſtrictneſs, did 


conſiſt with that abſolute Freedom of Pro- 
teſting, which is inſeparable from every 
Member of this Houſe ;” and was done by 


them meerly out of their great Reſpe& to 
the Houſe, and their earneſt Deſire to give 
all Satisfaction concerning themſelves, and 


the clearneſs of their Intentions ; Yet the 


Houſe, not ſatisfied with this their Decla- 


— 


* 


ration, but 1 to a Vote; That the 
Reaſons given in the ſaid Proteſtation, do 
reflect upon the Honour of the Houſe, and 
are of dangerous Conſequence; which is, 
in our humble Opinion, a great diſcounte- 


veral Proteſtat ions entred, in ſome of which, 
there are Expreſſions, that ſeem to me to 1n- 
ſinuate the Opinion of the ſturdy Patriots 
of that Time, d iſtinguiſhed uſually by the 


ſeem to my preſent Purpoſe, I will take No- 


Name of Old V higs, to have been, that all 
Lords had an indubitable Right of Proteſt- 


ing in what Manner they thought beſt; and 


that it was an Infringment of that Right, 

even to controul or cenſure the Proteſtation 

or any Part of it. 5 
For the Confirmation of this Judgment 


of mine, I appeal to the Proceedings upon 


this Bill; Part of which Proceedings, that 


| tice of, There was a Proteſtation enter'd 


that they quitted the Attempt, and the De. 


+ / 


nancing of the very Liberty of Proteſting; 
We whoſe Names are underwritten, conceiv- 


ing our ſelves, and the whole Houſe of Peers 


extremely Concerned; that this great Wound 


ſhould be given, (as we humbly apprehend) 
to ſo eſſential a Privilege, of the whole Peers» 
age of this Realm, as their Liberty of Pro- 
teſting ; do now (according to our unqueſti- 


onable Right) make Uſe of the ſame Liber- 
ty, to enter this our Diſſent from, and Pro- 


teſtation againſt the ſaid Vote. 


Tb. 


againſt the Vote of committing the Bill, Buck, Say and Seal 

which rais'd a Storm againſt the Lords that Vinton Halifax, 86 
Subſcribed it; and the Great Officers and Bedford, 8 

Biſhops, deſigned not only ſome ſevere Pro- Dorſet, Fitzwater, 

ceedings againſt their Perſons, if they had Salisbury, | Eure, 5 ) 

found the Houſe would have born it; but Bridgwater, Wharton, 

alſo to have taken away the very Liberty _- *' Denbigh, ] Aobun, 

of entring Proteſtations with Reaſons; bur Berks, - Hollis, 

that was defended with fo great Ability,  Clarendm, i De is Mer, 

Learning and Reaſon, by the Lord Hollis, _ dylecbury, | Grey Roll. 


Shaft, 


1 8 
5 « 
* 


i -_ _-* This is the Account of that Affair, taken JVVVVVVVTVVVVVTVV RD S040 ag 
{ -almoſt verbatim from a Letter printed inthe LORDS who have Proteſted any Time du 
I -- Firſt Volume of State Tra#s in King Charles r Sen TORT CSE 
R %%% / o ĩ 8 
* of the Courtiers in thoſe Days, who could Arch biſhops. Oxfor lc. 
[ not be brought either to paſs any ſevere Canto bury, © © | Barons. 
Vote againſt the Perſons. of the Proteſfmg Fork. 5 North and Grey. Vo 
Lords, or to take away the Liberty of pro- Dukes. jSt. Fobn de Bletſoe. Xt 
| "teſting with Reaſons, or to expunge the Pro- Somerſet, _ J 5. 
teſtation. They had then a Majority to Kent. Maynard. 
| carry every Thing; bat they had, it ſeems, Wharton: Craven, bs 
1 ſome Reftraints of Compaſſion for their Country, Earls. Osborne, (Marquis of 
that hindred them from puſhing every thing Salisbmy. cee, "i 
i | contrary to Reaſon or common Decency: Scarſdale. Guilfor cke. 
2 The Minority was compos d of Lords of great Litebfeld. Aburnbam 
BY Honour and Capacity, who were never Aberdeen. Pon, (Earl of Ar- 
'F check'd in the Purſuit of their Country's Straford. - ran.) 
| Good, ſo far as to be intimidated from in- Uxbridge. | . 
| | ſiſting upon what they thought would con- Slesford. Boyle, (Earl of Orre- a 
f trjbute to it. Give me leave, Sir, upon Briſtol. FRI EL, NG | | 
AS this Occaſion, to obſerve, that the Example Cowper. - [Montjoy, ( Viſcount 
| of that Aſinority has been ſteadily follow'd, Coningsby. r 
eſpecially this laſt Seſſion, by much the ſame ' Viſcount. Trevor. 
Number of Lords, as appears to have ſign d Tadcaſter, (E. of Tho-|Maſſam, ; 
that Proteſt which I have quoted; to the mond in Ireland.) Cort. 
eternal Honour of the Lords themſelves, © Biſhops. Wag, 
and to the inexpreſlible Igy of all Well- Kocher. [Bongley. . 
Wiſhers to O LB ENGLAND. A pan blooiit - 
X I am, Sir, 8 | 5 | 3 n 
Dur bumble Servant, &c. 1550 . 
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